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HONORABLE 
SENATOR DAVID I. WALSH 


We are proud to pay tribute to 
this unusual man that is long 
overdue for the honor he accord- 
ed us several times by taking 
the time and for showing such 
interest in Bellingham in com- 
ing to speak to us while under 
a heavy schedule of work. 

As a newly elected Senator, 
Walsh came to Bellingham as the 
principle speaker for our 200th 
Anniversary and Welcome Home Day 
Celebration on Sept. 28, 1919. 
Then again on Sept.16, 1946 he 
spoke to the Polish-American 
Club, Inc. during an outing held 
at Bozek's Farm on what is now 
Pulaski Boulevard. 


He was elected Lt. Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
alge) TRS a Bed 


On Jan. 8, 191) he took the Oath 
of Office as Governor of the 
Commonwealth; being the first 
Catholic to be elected to that 
high position representing the 
Democratic party. His salary was 
#8000. He was re-elected again 
in 1915. Salary--$10,000. 


DAVID I. WALSH 


United States Senator from Massachusetts 


The grandparents of the Senator came from Mallow, County Cork in Ireland. 
His father, James, married Bridget Donnelly and their first child was born 


in 1859 and by 187) 


nine more filled the Walsh household with children. 


There were five girls and five boys and the Senator was born on Nov. 11,1872 


as the ninth child. 


and a dedicated love of family. 


They were brought. up with a deep abiding Catholic faith 
Though a bachelor all of his life the 


Senator had this sincere religious background that served him well in all 
trying circumstances and gave him a compassion for his fellow man that was 


out of the ordinary. 


They were poor but determined to survive with everyone 


pulling at the oars and by working long and hard they managed to educate 
the boys so well that they became examples of the finest characters around. 
They were big, honest and noble men of Irish blood. 

Sometime after David was born in Leominster they moved to Clinton, Mass. 
The first school that he attended was called the "Scrabble Hollow" one room 


district school. 
"Hard Scrabble", 


How odd that Bellingham once had a hamlet referred to as 


Tragedy struck the Walsh home when father James died in 1885 and David was 


only l2 years old. 


Then in 1887 he lost his oldest brother, John. 


David got his B. A. Degree in June 1893 from Holy Cross after completing a 


four year course in three years time. 


His mother passed away in 190h. 


In November of 1918 David was elected the DemocraticSenator from Massachus- 


etts. 


So on March lth 1919 Walsh was escorted by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, 


Republican, to take the Oath of Office as a United States Senator. 

Town Clerk Henry Whitney labelled Bellingham as a Republican stronghold in 
these teens and no mention was ever made in the Town report that Senator 
Walsh was here speaking at the celebration ! 
Democrat commcn courtesy should have been extended to his name to record 


him in the Annals of 1919. 


Even though Walsh was a 


Somehow it appears that the Aristocrat Senator 


Lodge was not "available" for our commemoration and shoved the "duty" onto 


the ever willing to oblige Senator Walshl 


"oversight". 


We now are proud to correct this 
As a child I felt a great deal of pride and was deeply impre- 


ssed that I was given the thrill of seeing and hearing a Senator from that 
distant center of our Government in Washington and that Senator Walsh came 
in the flesh tec honor our servicemen and our 200th Anniversary of the 


founding of our Town. 


It was an unforgettable moment. 


During his tslk Senator Walsh mentioned a bill before Congress to investig- 


ate some wrongdoing going on and, 


later, 


as he had feared, the infamous 


"Teapot Dome Scandal" broke and ruined many lives. 
In 1971 after many years of trying to get information on Senator Walsh and 
his coming to speak in Bellingham I contacted Congressman Philip Philbin 


of. Clinton Tor said, 


He was unable to provide us with any information but 


he presented us with a book, "David I. Walsh Citizen Patriot" by Dorothy 


G. Wayman that was most revealing and priceless. 


of the Bellingham Historical Commission. 
Mr. Henry Ratti confirms seeing and hearing the Senator speak in 1919 also. 


Ex-governor’s home 


During President Carter’s visit to 
‘Clinton nothing was said of Clinton’s 
having been the home of former Gover- 
‘nor and Senator Hon. David I. Walsh. 


His career might well serve as an 
example for all public office holders — 
federal, state and local. 


When he received an honorary de- 
gree from Georgetown University, the 
citation read: 


“In the stress of public attairs, in the 
fierce opportunity for unmerited success 
in an arena where the glitter of gold 
sometimes dazzles and the lust for pow- 
er sometimes corrupts, he stood four 


square against the winds of ignoble as- 
piration and revealed a character that 
was beyond the faintest suspicion of civ- 
ic or moral wrong-doing. And when it 
came time for him to hand back her sa- 
cred trust unto his mother state, Massa- 
chusetts, it was with hands unsullied 
and with eyes that could look the whole 
world straight in the face.” 


William R. Barry 


thor he Florence 


owes not any man". 


This recent article 
expresses our thought 
more fully. 
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This is now the property 


Senator Walsh spoke in 
Franklin at the Dedication 
of the Horace Mann monument 
Pr 03 0% 


Senator Walsh died June ll, 
1947. Was buried June lth 
on Flag Day. His birth 
date later became Armistice 
Day! 

Congressman Philbin died on 
June llth, 19725. juste 
years to the day when Walsh 
was: buried. Coincidence ? 
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s leaglO) ho - ly night! the stars are bright - ly shin - ing, It is _ the 
2. Led by the light of Faith se- rene -ly beam - ing, With glow-ing 
3.Tru - ly He taught us to love one an - oth - er; His law is 


night of the dear Sav-iour’s birth! Long lay the world in sin and er- ror 
hearts by His cra-dle we stand. So led by light of a star sweet-ly 


love and His gos-pel is peace. Chains shall He _ break, for the slave is our 
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pin - ing, Till He ap-peared and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope the 
gleam-ing,Herecamethe wise menfromthe O-rient land. The King of Kings lay 
broth- er And in His name all op-pres-sionshall cease. Sweet Hymns of joy in 


wea - ry world re-joic - es, For yon- der breaks a new and glo-rious morn! 
thus in low-ly man-ger, In all our tri- als born to be our friend! 
grate-ful chor- us raise we, Let all with-in us  praiseHis ho - ly namel 
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night whenChristwas born. O night di - vine! 0 night, O night di-vinel 
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Happy Birthday = 


lelide songs 
of glednent - G 
With noles vo clear 
‘and true, 
May heir mesos @ 
bring This Christma? 


A wealth of? joy ho You. 
@g com 


THE MOST GORGEOUS 
CHRISTMAS TREE 


CLARA MACY 
Guest Editorial-Howard Richardson, Jr. 
( "Chip" ) 


"Clara Macy was born August 1, 1894. She taught at North Bellingham Elem- 
tary school for 50 years. She started teaching in 191) and retired in 196). 
She taught 3 & h grades. She had a class of 57 that was the most; the least 
Wasel5 4! 
What was transportation like ? Transportation was a small bus 10 feet long. 
It carried 10-l2 children. The children that walked home were envious of 
the other children. It picked up children from 11/2 miles around. The tow 
florist drove it.(Mr. Melrose.) 
The subjects that were taught were reading, language,arithmetic, history, 
geography, social studies and writing. There were subjects that were not 
text that were used in politeness such as courtesy, kindness to others, 
listen while others are talking, manners and cleanliness. Behavior was very 
good, except for boys who dipped girls hair in ink wells! Parents didn't 
mind too much. It wasn't hard to handle all of the children because the 
attitude of the children was good. The children weren't fresh at all. 
Activities they had were music, art and once in a while they had gym. 
Trips that they took were just small trips around the town. 
Clara Macy went to North Bellingham Elementary school herself, and graduated 
at Franklin High. After she graduated she started teaching. She was only 
20 years old! When she started teaching she was paid $9.00 a week 3 
Clara was surprised when she found out that the new school was going to be 
named after her. "Macy" school is different from the school she taught in. 
In her spare time now she plays bridge, sees her frignds and goes out to 
lunch with them, and is writing her memoirs. (MEM'-W0Z) IT also saw her 
and talked with her ! She's alive and well." 

(Chip is now 12 years old.) 

i da -Grades 5&6. 
sone Sp area A RN ? Allen, Alice Desmond, Florence 
Metcalf, Mary Laverick, Theresa 
O'Rourke. 


5th row--John Kennelly, CLARA 
MACY, Mary Smith, Marion St.Martin, 
Laura Duby, Marguerite O'Connell. 
6th row--Carlos Bigwood, Patrick 
Kiernan, May O'Connell, Florence 
Ober. 

Top row--Albert Ober, Harry 
Metcalf, Glenn Dunning, Jennie 
Desmond and William Naughton. 


LL 
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Teacher, not shown was Frances 
Hallier, grades 5 & 6. 


Note that all of the boys wore 
knickers in those days. 


Kdward Sawyer was a proud student 
of Clara in 1923 and 192) and had 
“ the honor of presenting her with 
Bottom row--Marion Cobb, George Duffy, an Amethyst pendant in 1973. 
Louise Ober 
end row--Margaret Desmond,John Lipsett. The above editorial proves there 
3rd row--Francis Metcalf,Eugene Riordan, is no "generation gap" as young 
Daniel Fitzpatrick,Carleton Grant, Susan "Chip" feels the tremendous influ- 
Duffy, Minnie Dandurand. ence and graciousness of our bel- 
hth row--John Allen,John Mullen, Henry  oved FIRST LADY of Bellingham! 


THE TREE 
By Joyce Kilmer 


I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree, 


A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed 
Against the earth’s sweet flowing 
breast. 


A tree that looks to God all day 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray. 


A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 


Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 


Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree. 


Fond Memories 


| , 


Joyce Kilmer was born Dec. 6, 1886 in New 
Brunswick, N. J. He was killed in action 
near the village of Serenges, France on July 
30, 1918 during World War I. He was awarded 
the Croix de guerre posthumously by France. 
What a reward for a man who had such lofty 
thoughts and who composed such an inspiring 
poem. 

We cannot help but feel that regardless of 
our creed or religion he taught us one valua- 
ble, simple profound truth--a secret to 


S humble us---"Only God can make a Tree". 


As the mighty organ peals forth with that 
song in harmony with a powerful singer we are 
assured that Kilmer knows his work of beauty 
shall forever be a delight to the hungry soul 
and a comfort to the wayferer as it wafts its 
way among the stars in a universe awaiting 
its arrival. Rather late we express our grat- 
itude to Kilmer for such exquisite beauty. 


So, why not plant a tree this coming spring 
in his honor that you, too, may watch her 
leafy arms lifted to pray ? To see other 
birds nestle in her boughs while they, too, 
compose songs and poems for you ? 


The Lost Sport of Double-running 
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THEY LIKE TO REMEMBER THE. MANY. 
THINGS... FHE TOWN’S HOMES AND 
FAMILIAR OLD SCENES.. THE LITTLE 
VARIETY. STORE ,WITH ITS WINDOWS 
THROWING YELLOW STREAKS OVER 
THE SNOW...THE TOWNSFOLK WHOSE 
MAIN DESIRE WAS TO BE KIND AND 
NEIGHBORLY... HOW THE SLEIGHS . 
OASHEO SMOOTHLY DOWN THE WHITE 
STREETS... THE NEARBY PARLOR 
ORGAN , AS IT PLAYED “SILENT NIGHT 
AND, MOST OF ALL ... THEIR HOME OF 
CHILOHOOD OAYS , FESTIVE WITH ITS 
TREE ..,. ALL 50 LONG , LONG AGO... 


“FOR IT WAS THEN THAT IT 
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Three interesting items 


from memorys tieail. 
Amn aS tricycle 


and am lrish mail. 


LAND SAKES./1 CAN'T 


MAMA, MAMA, WILLIE 
AND CLARENCE ARE 
ALWAYS RUNNING 
INTO MES 
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WAIT FOR THE SNOW TO 

LEAVE SO YOU CAN TAKE- 
THOSE THINGS 
4 OUTDOORS 
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WAS THEIR TURN ‘AT 
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CHRISTMASTIMESS MEMORYTIME FOR FOLKS WHO WERE YOUNG ONCE 
UPON A TIME, WHEN THEIR OLD HOMETOWN WAS $0 PEACEFUL ANO.CALM 
ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT, THAT PERHAPS EVEN HE WHO WAS BORN IN THE © | 
MANGER MIGHT HAVE FELT A BIT MORE AT HOME ON THAT MORE -QUIET: :| 
CHRISTMAS IN THAT LITTLE LOVELYLAND.50 FILLED WITH MEMORIES..«° 


BEING YOUNG. ANO BUR 
WITH ANXIETY, AS THEY STOOD AT THE HEAVILY-FROSTED PARLOR WINDO\ 
LOOKEO OUT AT THE BEAUTIFUL NIGHT, HOPING To SEE SANTA ARRIVE NEAR | 
THE BRIGHT NORTH STAR UNTIL THE WINDOW PANE 'S FROST BROKE INTO. | 
GOLDEN SPLINTERS FROM THE LAMPLIGHT AND MAMA SAID; 1T°S TIME FOR “1.3 ~ 
BED. SANTA COMES WHEN CHILOREN SLEEP."YE5,NOW/T'S MEMORYTIME TOO ! | 4: 
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MILFORD, ATTLEBORO & WOONSOCKET STREET RAILWAY 
MOTORMEN, CONDUCTORS 1913 


Reading left to right. 


Names of men shown: Albert Spencer in white straw hat, Frank Desmond in 
background on trolley car, Arthur Keefe, Thomas Collins, Gordon Ross 
standing behind, Henry Simmler, Charles Aldrich, John Haley with a 
cap in back, Henry Dufresne, William Naughton, James Kennelly, John 
Whalen, William Bowen, Charles Lackey and William Jordan. 


This picture was taken on the triangle at the "Four Corners" where 
the tracks were headed towards Bellingham Center in the background. 
Through the openings in the trolley car on the right can be seen the 
front of the Bourcier store. 

Those were the good old days when a treat was in store for passengers 
with a breezy ride on the open summer cars. 

We hope that more pictures will turn up because there are still many 
men that we have not been able to feature in our "Comments". 


Picture courtesy of Mary Care Bowen, Mendon. 


The Bellingham Historical Commission extend Best Wishes to you and yours 
for a most Happy and Joyous Christmas season filled with merriment and 
glad reunion of family and friends as exchange of gifts remind you of a 
year that has passed rapidly while cementing bonds that tie us all together 
for some more "Good 01d Days". 


CENTER SCHOOL INTERMEDIATE CLASS 1905-1906 
Teacher Estella Perry Grades l, 5, 6. 


Top row--James Richardson, Janitor; ? Wilson; Chester Rouse; Henry Ratti; 
Harland Cook; Ruel Thayer; John Graves. | 
Middle row--Ruth Haskard; Mildred Whiting; Chesleigh Moore; Anna Grant; 
Evelyn Irons; Teacher, Estella Perry; Christine Melrose; Mary 
Goodwin; Emma Russen; Amelia Wilson; Ada Rockwood. 
Front Row--Pearl Hodgkins; Marjorie Crayton; ? Ratti; ? Crayton; 
Frederick Hunter; John Moore; Edith Crayton; June Hodgkins. 


DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 


ab 
Twas the day after Christmas, But after all is said and done, 
And all over the house, And tho the toys last but a day, 
The toys were so thick about, What better reward beneath the sun, 
There wasn't room for even a mouse. Than to see happy children at play. 
2 
The tractor and truck both were broken, Then mother picks up the littered 
And the shiny new engine is bent, room, 
Also cracked were the various tokens, And mends the broken toys, 
That loving relations had sent. Puts the handle back on sister's 
3 broom, 
The baby's rattles were pulled apart, And cheers up both the boys. 
And sister's beautiful dolly is broke, 6 
A wheel has parted from brother's cart, Then as she picks up the last stray . 
The books had all gone up in smokel pels piece, 
From off the parlor floor, 
Poem by Harland Cook She draws a breath of great relief, 
Courtesy of Luvia Cook. For another Christmas is oe'r. 


